ANSWERS TO COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT

Dental
A-Ray

examinations

Dental X-rays, or radiographs, can provide impor-
tant information about your oral health. They
allow your dentist to evaluate areas that can’t be
seen with the naked eye. For example, radiographs
help your dentist examine the underlying bone,
roots of your teeth, or unerupted teeth, as well as

the contact areas, where teeth touch one another.

In some cases, dental radiographs can uncover a
condition at an early stage before you experience

any signs or symptoms that something is wrong.

Some people, however, have questions about the need
for dental X-ray examinations and whether there is
any health risk associated with them. This brochure
will answer these questions and will describe some

common radiographs used in dentistry.

What are X-rays?

X-rays are a form of radiation that can penetrate many materials,
including bone and soft tissue, Since X-rays also can expose
photographic films, they have become very important in both
dentistry and medicine. By placing the area that needs to be
examined between film and an X-ray machine, physicians or



